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Week 1 discussion: Qualitative Versus Quantitative Research
In conducting research, two main approaches can be used depending on the objectives. While the qualitative approach is mainly used to comprehend a specific concept, the quantitative approach is mainly used to confirm a theory. As such, the quantitative approach is based on a belief that there is one main truth and therefore seeks to find it, while the qualitative approach believes that a single reality does not exist, but multiple realities exist based on different interpretations among different people (Slevitch, 2011). Therefore, these two approaches fundamentally differ based on their paradigms, which are the particular set of assumptions that they adhere to (Slevitch, 2011).  The qualitative approach uses an interpretive paradigm that focuses more on the in-depth variables and factors associated with a particular context and takes into account the cultural, circumstantial, and time differences in creating different social realities (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). On the other hand, quantitative research uses a positivist paradigm that considers facts without being influenced by different interpretations or contexts and is more focused on identifying facts and regularities that are observable and can be measured (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019).
We can also compare the entomological, ontological, and methodological aspects of these two approaches. Epistemology relates to how a researcher aims to uncover knowledge to understand reality, while ontology refers to the nature of reality, and the methodology is the research strategy employed in conducting the research (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). Since qualitative research uses an interpretive paradigm, its ontology is socially constructed with multiple realities. Conversely, quantitative research has an ontology that is defined by one true universal reality that is independent (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). Regarding epistemology, quantitative research uses observable and measurable facts, while qualitative research uses theories and concepts with various interpretations (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). Concerning the methodologies, quantitative research uses a scientific approach while qualitative research analyzes the researcher’s interpretations relative to that of others (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019).
From my predilection, I relate more to the qualitative approach to research because I believe that the interpretation of various data should incorporate the differences in perceptions due to culture and other circumstances. Additionally, I prefer the qualitative approach because I believe that it allows me to create a link between the research and the research subjects since it is based on the belief that humans cannot be separated from their knowledge (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019).
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